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Louisiana State Arts Council:  
Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, April 18, 2023
River Oaks Square Arts Center, Alexandria, Louisiana
Members Present: Vice-Chair Gene Meneray, Silas Cooper, Nydia Freedman, Darden Gladney, Brook Hanemann, Henry Price, Olivia Regard, Ed “Tiger” Verdin (arrived late) 

Absent: Sean Ardoin, Margie Camardelle, Connie Castille, Jonathan Foret, Dirk Guidry, Mary Lee, Brandon Lewis, Kelsea McCrary, Ron Rona, Kristin Sanders (ex officio), Claire Schultz, Richard Williams
LDOA Staff Present: Erica Anderson, April Baham, Scott Finch, Susannah Johannsen, Leea Russell, Francesca Vega

I. Call to Order and Welcome:
Meeting was called to order at 11:02 am by Vice Chair Gene Meneray. 
II. Pledge of Allegiance:
III. Roll Call:
IV. Welcome: 
Ms. Rachel Dauzat, Executive Director, River Oaks Square Arts Center  

V. Approval of Minutes:
Quorum was not met, January meeting minutes were not approved
VI. Reports:
Vice Chair, Mr. Meneray reported on the Shift workshop in conjunction with NCAPER (National Coalition for Arts’ Preparedness and Emergency Response) in Houma, March 8th – 10th.  Goal of the two day workshop was to develop an implementable project that could assist with emergency response during or after a natural disaster.  Workshops was quite successful.  Two projects were proposed and first follow up meeting was held with project manager, Jonathan Foret.  
Executive Director Report by Susannah Johansen.  Mrs. Johannsen reported that the State Arts Council’s By-Laws have been finalized and a paper copy was given to all LSAC members present.  A digital copy will be emailed out to everyone as well.  The By-Laws will be voted on for acceptance at the July meeting.  The Nomination Committee will be formed and a slate of officers will be presented and voted on at the October meeting.  The new officers will be seated at the January 2024 meeting.  Mrs. Johannsen reported that the LDOA will be kicking off a new 5 year Strategic Plan and LSAC members will be invited to participate.  Mrs. Johannsen lastly reported on several bills currently under review within the legislation that were arts related.  She had copies of the digests if anyone was interested in reading them.  
NASAA Report by Gene Meneray.  Mr. Meneray reported an interesting article in the NASSA Notes April newsletter highlighting the Mississippi Folk Arts Apprenticeship Program.  He mentioned that perhaps in conjunction with the Pass It On workshops, Louisiana could look into doing something similar.   Mr. Meneray also mentioned that Congress’ House Budget calls for a decrease in funding for the NEA and members especially outside of the New Orleans Congressional District should reach out to their members of Congress.  
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts Report by Brook Hanemann. Mrs. Hanemann reported that the Louisiana Arts License plate initiative has two final designs being reviewed by Department of Motor Vehicles.  Louisiana will be the 17th state with an arts license tag.    
Lacey Chataignier gave an update on the Music Trail development, which is the first music focused tourism initiative. A mission statement and a logo have been created.  Regional Arts Councils have hosted regional meetings to gather feedback and input.  Meetings all over the state have been held with several stakeholder groups as well.  Mrs. Chataignier also mentioned that Music Academy Day will be Thursday, April 20th.  Everyone is gathering at the Office of Cultural Development Conference Room at 1:00pm and walking over to the Capital.  She invited everyone to join if you are interested.   Ms. Chataignier shared a PowerPoint presentation showing the progress of connecting resources for live music, music history, historic sites, graveyards, etc.  
Louisiana Division of the Arts staff provided programmatic updates for Grants and Cultural Districts.  
VII. Public Comment
None 

VIII.  Meeting Adjournment
Mr. Darden Gladney motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mrs. Brook Hanemann seconded.  Motion carried 8-0.  Meeting adjourned at 12:18 pm.  
Everyone was invited to wonder around River Oaks Square Arts Center, look at the current exhibit on display and chat with artists who may be in their studios working.  All studios are open to the public.  
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